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PROGRAM GUIDELINES & APPLICATION FOR
FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

The City of Carlinville Façade Improvement Matching Grant Program is intended to stimulate efforts to improve the street appearance of Carlinville’s commercial and business facades and to encourage the renovation of existing structures that recreate the original façade. 
What is a Façade Improvement Program?
The city wishes to encourage and support building and business owner investment in the upgrade of their existing building storefront. The Façade Improvement Program is a process where the City will provide a 50% matching grant to the business or building owner who constructs eligible improvements to the facades of their buildings. The City will match dollar-for-dollar an owner/s investment in eligible improvements to the appearance of their building’s storefront façade up to a maximum amount of $7,500. The building or business owner who has funded most of the improvements must apply for and be approved to receive the 50% matching grant. The following provides the program’s eligibility criteria and the approval process.
Eligible Properties and Applicants
All Commercially zoned properties within the City limits are eligible for the Façade Improvement Program. Only one grant will be awarded per building. Only improvements to facades that directly front a public right-of-way are eligible for funding. Any building with zoning or building code violations are not eligible for the program. Any building owner or business owner with outstanding balances within the City, County or State are not eligible for the program.
QUALIFICATIONS:
1. Property must be in a business zone (C-1 or C-2) within City limits.
2. Applicant must be the business owner and/or owner of the property being reviewed.
3. Grant must be used for street façade improvements such as paint, lighting, window repair or replacement, masonry repair, and appropriate signs, subject to current zoning regulations. Sidewalks, driveways, landscaping, parking surfaces, and striping do not qualify for grants.
4. All approved projects must be completed and submitted to Carlinville City Hall no later than December 31, 2026. Submissions must include a copy of the project’s final invoice and proof of payment (canceled check). A one-time extension of up to two (2) weeks may be requested if unforeseen issues arise.
5. All Contractors must comply with the Illinois Prevailing Wage Act.
6. All projects must comply with the Zoning Code and permits must be obtained.

Certain materials should not be used on traditional commercial buildings where they have no relationship to the original design. Inappropriate materials may include, but are not limited to cultured stone, rough textured wood siding, wooden shingles, vinyl or metal siding typical of residential construction materials, and gravel or stucco. All materials will be given careful consideration to ensure appropriate appearance.
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WINDOWS: 
Every effort should be made to preserve and retain the function and any decorative details such as etched or beveled glass. Clear, etched, or stained glass is preferred. Windows may not be permanently filled, closed in, or decreased in size.

DOORS: 
Every effort should be made to maintain or repair the original door. A new door should be of the same design and proportions as the original and be constructed of wood, steel, fiberglass or aluminum. All entry doors must have a glass insert.

AWNINGS AND CANOPIES: 
Where possible, owners should retain and repair awnings and canopies that originate from the buildings' earlier historical period. New awnings should be complementary to the building’s original fixtures and existing adjacent awnings or canopies whenever possible. New awnings must be constructed of appropriate materials, and awnings and canopies must be attached directly to the building without the use of poles or sidewalk supports. All awnings shall be considered on a case-by-case basis based on the historical nature of the building. 

PAINT COLORS: 
Color schemes for masonry, signs, awnings, and paint should be compatible with the district. Wall surfaces not previously painted, such as brick, terra cotta, and stone should remain unpainted. Colors must be approved in advance of the grant award.

MASONRY AND TUCKPOINTING:
 Cleaning of masonry shall include new mortar joints where necessary. New mortar should be filled and finished to match the original depth, style, and any existing colors.

EXTERIOR LIGHTING: The mounting of fixtures is limited to the first floor and must be harmonious with the overall design. Lights may not move or flash.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: 
A completed application and estimate of work must be submitted by February 24, 2026, 4:00. Following submission, the grant committee will conduct a preliminary on-site inspection to review the application and make an initial determination regarding its status.
After the project is completed, the applicant must submit the contractor’s final itemized bill within 60 days of completion, along with supporting documentation, such as canceled checks or bills marked as paid. The grant committee will then evaluate the submitted materials to determine if the project qualifies for final approval.
Projects will be selected and a maximum of $7,500 per grant has been established for the Façade Improvement Program. Grants will be awarded based on the date of application and the availability of funds. Only projects that meet the eligibility requirements and aim to restore the property’s original appearance as closely as possible will be considered for funding.


2026 FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT MATCHING GRANT 
PROGRAM APPLICATION
Name:_____________________________________________________________
Business:___________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________PHONE: ________________________ E-MAIL: __________________________________
Name of property owner (if not self): _________________________________________

Scope of Project:
[image: ] Paint                      [image: ] Lighting       [image: ]  Window Repair or Replacement    
[image: ] Masonry Repair  [image: ]  Awning       [image: ]  Appropriate Signage

Contractor:____________________________________________________________
Total cost of project: $__________________
Print name: ____________________ Signature: _________________________

By signing, I attest that the above information is accurate and that I have no invested interest, serve at any level of government for the City of Carlinville, or have any conflict of interests if being awarded this grant from the City of Carlinville. Ordinance 27-2-25
No person in the City shall deface, destroy, or in any way, injure any public property, or any other apparatus of the City. Any parcel of property which has public property damage by the owner, tenant or contractor of the owner or tenant is ineligible for participation in the City’s sidewalk repair program or any other city funded grant program. Ordinance 27-2-25


Business owner submitting with approval of property owner
Property owner


Please provide a detailed description of the planned project below. Attach clear, color photos of the entire building, including the façade.  Take detailed, close-up images of specific areas necessary to support your application.
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